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Context

◦ In 2017, Colombia has 7.2 million reported
IDPs

◦ 20.342 IDPs reported SV

◦More than 50 years of War  - Peace process
◦ Colombia has a historical Christian – Catholic

legacy. 
◦ Templeton-funded FUSBC study: 6 IDP’s 

communities – Sexual Violence (SV)

2016
65.6 million IDP in the 

world

Colombia #1 
7.219.471 IDP

51% women

20.342 IDP Sexual 
Violence survivors

90% women

Presenter
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Colombia has the highest number of IDPs in the world according to (Acnur). This war left more than seven million people forcibly displaced within national borders, where 51% of these are women. Sexual Violence is a significant issue: 20.432 people reported sexual violence in conflict context, where 91% are women. Under this circumstances,  women's organizations denounced the state's lack of assistance to victims of sexual violence in the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Colombia’s war lasted for more than 50 years. Peace efforts and initiatives that are currently taking place include an "agreement of peace" between FARC, the oldest and biggest guerrilla in Colombia and the Colombian state. In this context, civil society is playing a key role in the consolidation and implementation of the agreed between the parts giving special attention to victims. Particularly, one sector of civil society has a remarkable role in making victim´s suffering visible: churches. We have to recall that even though Colombia self –identifies as a secular state,   the weight of christian – catholic legacy still plays a constitutive role: between 75% and 79% of Colombians self-identify as Catholic, and 13% as Protestant.Therefore Templeton-funded FUSBC study looks at various issues relating to IDPs and faith communities; today I’m going to talk about a specific focus of the study, namely, the church´s assistance and responses to Sexual Violence. 



Methodology

Question
• ¿What kind of contribution can faith communities 

make to IDP survivors of sexual violence? 

Methodology
• qualitative approach
• 16 interviews with faith leaders of 6 communities
• (1) Case study in Granizal (Bello/Medellín)  

Case 
study

• in-depth interviews:
• 4 faith leaders
• 3 SV survivors

• focus group – SV survivors 
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The question that guides our team’s research was: ¿What kind of contribution can faith communities make to IDPs survivors of sexual violence? We answered these questions following a qualitative approach. We conducted focus groups and in-depth interviews.We interviewed Faith leaders from each of the 6 IDP communities (3 rural, 1 semi-urban, 2 urban)  and we asked them about how they and their churches responded to Sexual Violence and assisted survivors. Our sample consists of 16 interviews. We also conducted a more in-depth, small case study in one IDP community, namely Granizal in Medellin. Here we did in-depth interviews with 4 faith leaders and 3 female survivors, and we ran a focus group with survivors.



FINDINGS 
Granizal - Bello

Medellín
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Here is Granizal, so close to Medellin and so far from the well-being of the city.



Experiences of Sexual Violence and 
displacement: double-victimization

Sexual ViolenceForced
Displacement

Increases the risk

Cause of migration
During migration
After migration
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After a reviewing all the women’s in-depth interviews several  patterns emerge.  I will start with the issue of risk for sexual violence. We found an relationship between forced displacement and sexual violence. This can happen at any time: before, during the migration or after in the re-establishing process. An increased risk for experiencing sexual violence at every step of the displacement/migration was noted. When we talked with survivors we found in their experiences that the risk of sexual violence: by armed actors as migration cause; relatives, neighbors and known people in the re-establishing process related to overcrowding conditions and housing difficulties; or new armed groups and gangs in their new and unsafe territories. In some cases, sexual violence cause women become homeless because they faced family rejection and insecurity in their homes. 



Churches serving IDPS and sexual violence 
survivors
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In 5 of the 6 communities (excluding Bogotá) there's an insufficient presence of  the state institutions, and in this context of scarcity of suppor it is the churches  that are giving the attention and support to IDPS. With all goog intentions, however, the church faces many obstacles. We found that  many pastors and faith leaders didn’t know much about sexual violence, and even when professionals of this communities do, the no-democratic structures in churches hinders the creation of attention protocols and the inclusion of this matter in their agenda. 



Survivors’ perceptions of churches and faith 
leaders
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to their faith 
communities

IDPs
IDPs SV 
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Displaced people feel connected to their faith communities and trust their churches more than they trust the state and its institutions.  (Bogotá it’s an exception).But IDP survivors of SV interviewed did not feel so connected with churches instead  they responded that they feel connected  with NGOs or social projects run by the churches.  And emphasize the importance of spiritual guide of faith leaders.   The shortcoming of the church/faith leaders was their need to  understand and preach that sexual violence is not God's will or punishment. 



EL GRANIZAL: an example of how churches are 
learning to address sexual violence

◦Unlike other IDP communities, EL GRANIZAL have social service 
professionals and faith leaders working together.
◦Have reported cases to state institutions
◦ Emphasize that poverty  and exclusion increase the vulnerability of 

suffering SV. 
◦worried about  SV consequences: depression, suicidal intentions
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In the case study of Granizal, we found that there is a greater relationship between professionals and leaders, and steps to attend survivors of sexual violence. This unique partnership made a remarkable the difference. we found faith leaders who: Have reported cases of Sexual violence to state institutions  They are able to Recognize guilty, secret, threats, gifts and manipulation used by aggressors. Emphasize that poverty and exclusion increase the vulnerability of suffering SV.  And therefore  Remark that improved economic and social conditions are urgently needed to help prevent SVAre worried about  SV consequences: depression, suicidal intentions. -- and thus recognize the need for mental health services



Lessons learned from the Church-NGO 
partnership in EL Granizal

"We have a human rights team and we have worked about 
violence ... we went to the communities that surround the 

church and we began to do an informative work and then we 
began to address victims of abuse, allowed victims to talk ... 
then we started a restoration work (…) When there's a very 
strong impact, we send (survivors) to a psychologist, but in 
the talks, a job of forgiveness is done, because many feel 

guilty." (Senior Pastor, El Granizal)
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"We have a human rights team and we have worked about violence ... we went to the communities that surround the church and we began to do an informative work and then we began to address victims of abuse, allowed victims to talk ... then we started a restoration work" "When there's a very strong impact, we send (survivors) to a psychologist, but in the talks, a job of forgiveness is done, because many feel guilty."



Lessons learned from the Church-NGO 
partnership in EL Granizal

"Nor to point out, nor to blame, to educate, to go with love, 
to go with respect and above all this accompaniment, it is an 

accompaniment of friends, a pastoral accompaniment ...  
(make them) feel important... To be with them ... but to 

teach them that they are more important for God, because 
we must also begin to teach who God is and the care of God 
because there is a person who is pressed because everything 
that happens where God was.“ (Leader of women - Granizal)
"Church must open spaces to denounce, tell what happened, 

how to go to the authorities ... We should not shut 
up“(Senior Pastor, El Granizal)
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What have they learned? They said: "Nor to point out, nor to blame, to educate, to go with love, to go with respect and above all this accompaniment, it is an accompaniment of friends, a pastoral accompaniment ...  (make them) feel important... To be with them ... but to teach them that they are more important for God, and because we must also begin to teach who God is and the care of God because there is a person who is pressed because everything that happens where God was.“ "Church must open spaces to denounce, tell what happened, how to go to the authorities ... We should not shut up“



Victims voices: between support and 
solidarity

“They have helped me a lot, more than anything 
to approach God because at that time I said 
that what was happening to my girl was his 

punishment for my rebelliousness and she made 
me understand that no, that that was not God's 

punishment.” 
(Woman IDPs)
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In the interviews a woman shares with us her experience: “They have helped me a lot, more than anything to approach God because at that time I said that what was happening to my girl was his punishment for my rebelliousness and she made me understand that no, that that was not God's punishment.” (Woman IDPs)



Victims voices: sharing and making-
meaning processes

Suddenly (church can) form workshops, places 
to understand that I am not the only woman 
displaced or the only one raped, or the only 

person who suffered, but there will be more, so 
let it be a process unless you see others and 

where we could talk with each other.
(Woman IDP)
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And finally they told us what they need to heal, a woman says to us: “Suddenly (church can) form workshops, places to understand that I am not the only woman displaced or the only one raped, or the only person who suffered, but there will be more, so let it be a process unless you see others and where we could talk with each other.”(Woman IDP)



Conclusions

◦ Understand the importance of the role of churches in State-less territories 
and the importance of their work with victims.

◦ Lack of knowledge about sexual violence  Vs. learnings in the practice 

◦ Survivors and faith leaders agreed on the need for a new vision of women in 
the church, justice in SV cases, and get more tools to address this 
phenomenon.   
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It’s urgent to understand the role of churches in State-less and unsafe territories and the importance of their work with victims. Some times is the only attention the victim has. If churches make sexual violence its matter, they can help survivors to heal, with the actions that churches already do: collective spaces to cry, speak, understand and address the impacts of sexual violence with others. Spaces to grief and heal. But attend sexual violence survivors is a challenge. There is an absence of this matter in churches agendas and rather prevail taboo and wrong beliefs about sexual violence. The lack of knowledge about sexual violence is one of the obstacles to effective actions to properly care for survivors of sexual violence in faith communities. But learnings at churches can be a beginning to train other churches. Survivors and faith leaders agreed on the need for a new vision of women in the church, justice in SV cases, and get more tools to address this phenomenon. 



Next steps

◦ Curriculum and guides for the faith communities. (2018) 

◦ Evaluation of the use of curriculum and guides. (2019)
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We are preparing a curriculum and guides for the faith communities. We expect to provide them some tools to preventing violence and attend cases the next year.  We will be evaluating the use of the curriculum and guides in two years. 
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